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become international for the period of the negotiations, might be
supplemented by other personnel at the Commission's discretion.
Negotiations would be initiated without delay with a view to a ' just,
lasting and satisfactory' solution of outstanding problems. Colom-
bia and Peru would decide on the best method of carrying on these
negotiations, and the Council would be ready to give its good offices
in case of disagreement.
This proposal was submitted to Colombia and Peru on the 25th
February and was accepted by Colombia on the 27th. On the same
day, the Government of the United States sent an identic note to
Peru and Colombia, giving their 'fullest support' to the Committee's
proposal and describing it as ca most straightforward helpful one
which . . . should make possible a peaceful solution of the present
controversy honourable to both Governments'. Thus one of the last
acts of Mr. Hoover's Administration was to approve a proposal which
involved the despatch of a League Commission to South America.
The Peruvian delegate had asked the Committee of Three to grant
him a few days' delay before answering their proposal, and the reply
of the Peruvian Government had not yet been received on the 1st
March, when the proposal was unanimously approved by the Council.
Although this meeting was attended by a Peruvian delegate, his argu-
ment that some treaties ought to be abolished because they were
immoral produced no effect.
When the Peruvian Government communicated their views on the
Committee of Three's proposals a few days later, they took exception
to the suggestion for the internationalization of Colombian forces and
proposed instead that order should be maintained in the territory by
the population itself. They also proposed that definite rules should be
laid down for the conduct of the negotiations which were to be opened.
These counter-proposals were rejected by Colombia, and the Com-
mittee of Three did not consider that they offered an acceptable basis
of settlement. On the 8th March, therefore, the Council took note of
the fact that the attempt to find a solution had failed and authorized
the Committee of Three to proceed with the preparation of the report
provided for in paragraph 4 of Article 15 of the Covenant.1
This report was completed in a week and was published on the
17th March.2 It reviewed the history of the events which had begun
1  'If the dispute is not . . . settled, the Council either unanimously or by a
majority vote shall make and publish a report containing a statement of the
facts of the dispute and the recommendations which are deemed just and
proper in regard thereto.'
2  League of Nations Document '0. 194. M. 91. 1933. VII. The report was
reproduced as an annex to the minutes of the extraordinary session of the